Pillar Candlemaking LANT

1/12/02
Debbie Hanna’s House
Candlewax


Big coffee cans


Flathead screwdriver

Dyes



Orange juice cans


Hammer and nail

Scents



Breadcrumb containers

Skewers

Wicking



Other likely molds

Big pot

Putty







Scissors

Candy/candle thermometer




Scrap dishtowels









Waxed paper, newspaper, etc.

Step 1

Use screwdriver to break wax into chunks, 1” or so.

Put wax in coffee can(s), in pot with some water, on stove turned to medium low or mark 4.

Heat to 180-200 degrees, which takes ½ hour or so.

When mostly melted, add dye and scent, if desired.


Step 2

While waiting for wax to heat, prep molds.

Tap nail through bottom of orange juice cans to make hole.

Thread wicking up.  Tie to skewer laid across top.  Pull taut and use putty to attach to outside bottom, sealing hole.


Step 3

Make sure table is ready for a mess!  Put molds on 2 layers of waxed paper, over newspaper.

When wax is hot, colored, and scented, pour into molds.  Straighten and center wick. Put wax back on stove.

If you spill, allow to harden, then peel and put back in coffee can.

If you spill a lot, allow to harden, then use cookie cutters to make shapes to attach to pillar outsides.


Step 4

Allow candle to harden and cool for an hour or so.  Middle will sink.

Use skewer to poke 2 or 3 holes through the hardened top  til you reach molten wax.

Top up with wax, or use a different color for a layered look.

Be careful not to let it spill down the sides, if the candle has pulled away from the mold.


Step 5

Top up after another hour or so, then probably again.

You may refrigerate the candles to make them cool faster.


Step 6

When totally cool, snip off top of wick, pull putty off bottom, clip top of mold, and unpeel to reveal a beautiful candle!

Trim bottom and top of wick to correct length, buff with nylons if desired.  Light!


To make icy, lacy candles:

Prepare wax and molds as above.

Put crushed ice in mold, taking care to center wick as you go.

Pour hot wax over ice, extending ½” above ice, which will be a solid bottom for the candle.

In a while, pour the water out.

The candle won’t need topping up and will be done much faster.

Remove from mold over sink in case more water is released.

Turn upside down, with solid top becoming the bottom, before trimming wicks.

Caution: VERY DRIPPY!  Be careful what you burn it on!

